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Family History – Occupations 
 
Occupation Data: re: your ancestors 
 
Often in our family research, we learn the date an ancestor was born and when they died. For example – 
Michael Reising, my 3rd-great grandfather - b1809-d1908. In between the birth year and the death year 
there is this little “dash”. For Michael Reising, this little “dash” covered nearly 100 years of his life. From 
his obituary in the Elyria Chronicle, we read a few brief paragraphs about Michael’s life and family, but 
nowhere do we learn what Michael did for a living.  
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So, what did grandpa Reising do for a living? How did he provide for his family? All census records will 
list a person’s occupation. Here in the 1860 US Federal Census – we see Michael was a “Farmer”.  
 

 
 
 
But what if your ancestor had been a coper, fuller, lamplighter or even a groom of the stool. Yeah, look 
that one up!! For a nice free online index of over 2,000 old occupations, see Jane Hewitt’s website – 
Dictionary of Old Occupations: A-Z Index.  
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any family history questions. 
 

 
 
Darrell Reising 
Family History Consultant 
M) 425.445.6767 
E) darrell@northbridgefhg.com 

http://www.familyresearcher.co.uk/glossary/Dictionary-of-Old-Occupations-Index.html

