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Family History — Immigration

Immigration and Naturalization

The United States is a nation of immigrant families. Records that document the immigration and
naturalization of our ancestors includes crew and passenger lists, immigration and border
crossing records, passports, as well as citizenship and naturalization documents. The following
information can assist in your efforts in finding the source documents of your immigrant
ancestors.

i i (e
National Archives N3 NATIONAL ARCHIVES

e Coming to America: Celebrating the Immigrant Experience — YouTube video (8 minutes)

Naturalization, as a general rule was a two-step process, which took a minimum of 5 years;

1. After residing in the United States for 2 years, an alien could file a "declaration of intent"
(so-called "first papers") to become a citizen.

2. After 3 additional years, the alien could "petition for naturalization." After the petition
was granted, a certificate of citizenship was issued to the alien.

Below is a copy of the “declaration of intent” document of my great-grandfather, Urbano
Corazzini. These documents can be “golden ticket” source documents. Look at ALL the
information available from this single document.

e Full name e Current address e Spouse US

e Age at “intent” e Emigration port residence
signing e Emigration ship e Arrival port

¢ Occupation e Non-US residence e Arrival date

e Personal e Spouse name e Date “intent”
description e Spouse place of signed

e Place of birth birth e Court of record

e Date of birth

NOTE: this document is filled-out by the “named” individual, vs. a court clerk, providing less error for
misspelling names and places, unlike ship records or census records which a ship recorder or census
taker fills out in their own handwriting and often guesses at the spelling of names and places.

The language in this document is amazing. Look what our ancestors were willing to give up!
e “It is my bona fide intention to renounce forever all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince,
potentate, state, or soverignty, and particlulary to “name of ruler” of whom | am now a subject”
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http://www.archives.gov/research/naturalization/naturalization.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPDJU8Fg0ps&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPDJU8Fg0ps&feature=youtu.be
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DECLARATION OF INTENTION ‘

@~ Invalid for all purposes seven years after the date hereof
United States of America, l
5s!

Southern District of California,
County of Los Angeles

2, WWWM——-' aged ..s2. 2. years,
pccupation N caadaa VY ... dodeclare on oath that my personal

description is: Color Zartasdis complexion . A9 @alS. ., helght &_feet /D inches,
welght ..422.Q.... pounds, color of halr mewlor of eyes . B Ot s

other visible distinctive marks .._—_S.:.c.z.iﬁl-e A g A Dtrsat
]wasbomln17IWﬁ] {tﬂ\l‘Ai

on the ... 1 2. LE5 day of _.& » . anno Domini 1. 222 1 now reside

In the District Court of the United States.

at . — , California.
(omm,wm.unny-my —
1 emigrated to the United States of America from / A, R Al
on the vessel _,_,w_&.g.(__“&.“w.._ USRI S 171 '¢]"
ulhduuu:f.-lvr-l‘ﬁm or name of irasaportation company shoul be gives.) |

forelgn residence was ; lam .married; the name

of my wife Is : 3 she was born at

and now resides at W - Cal
It Is my bona fide Intention to renounce forever 4/l allegiance and fidelity to any foreign

prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty, and partlcularly to

Yietor Brameaag Ui KingofIvaly ... ., of whom | am now a subject;
| arrived at the port of by P OO L, , In the
State of : APy hos 2 TV 4 ., on or about the __.&.:a.:f'fi'dny
of .......‘.Q,—."ﬂ.a.a.&‘...._“l anno Domini 1. 2€7 | am not an anarchist; Iam nota
polygamist for a bellever in the practice of polygamy;-and It is my intention in good faith

to become a citizen of the United States of America and to permanently reside therein:
SO HELP ME GOD.. >
\ e B e (Ortgtaal goatare o
) L o bt oris Subseribed and sworn to before me in g&gmceof the Clerk of sald Court
at Los Angeles, Cal, this ...Z... day of AD peassrlrea_

(sEAL] anno Domini 191 & ;
1A AR WILLIAM M. VAN DYKE,
oot Yo ! W Awed Vi Clerk of w'u,'s. Disirict Court, Southern District OIW-

By ﬁﬁauﬁjm Deputy Clr. /\

' '
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FamilySearch has a significant amount of information related to immigration and naturalization to the
United States, including articles and online classes from their Learning Center. For example:

e US Naturalization and Citizenship Wiki Articles

Rootsweb has a wonderful Wiki containing information about the immigration and naturalization
process and related source documents.
W

_ s
rootsweb

by <Blancestry’

e American Sources for Documenting Immigrants

Did you know?
e Immigration means the action of coming to live permanently in a foreign country.
e Emigration is the act of leaving one's country or region with the intent to settle permanently in
another. It is similar to immigration, but from the perspective of the country of origin.

Discover the joy in finding these exciting sources documents of your ancestors.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any family history questions.

D

Darrell Reising

Family History Consultant

M) 425.445.6767

E) darrell@northbridgefhg.com
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https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Naturalization_and_Citizenship
https://wiki.rootsweb.com/wiki/index.php/American_Sources_for_Documenting_Immigrants

