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Family History – Immigration 
 
Immigration and Naturalization 
 
The United States is a nation of immigrant families. Records that document the immigration and 
naturalization of our ancestors includes crew and passenger lists, immigration and border 
crossing records, passports, as well as citizenship and naturalization documents. The following 
information can assist in your efforts in finding the source documents of your immigrant 
ancestors. 
 
National Archives 
 

• Coming to America: Celebrating the Immigrant Experience – YouTube video (8 minutes) 
 
Naturalization, as a general rule was a two-step process, which took a minimum of 5 years; 
 

1. After residing in the United States for 2 years, an alien could file a "declaration of intent" 
(so-called "first papers") to become a citizen. 

2. After 3 additional years, the alien could "petition for naturalization." After the petition 
was granted, a certificate of citizenship was issued to the alien. 

 
Below is a copy of the “declaration of intent” document of my great-grandfather, Urbano 
Corazzini. These documents can be “golden ticket” source documents. Look at ALL the 
information available from this single document. 
 

• Full name 

• Age at “intent” 
signing 

• Occupation 

• Personal 
description 

• Place of birth 

• Date of birth 

• Current address 

• Emigration port 

• Emigration ship 

• Non-US residence 

• Spouse name 

• Spouse place of 
birth 

• Spouse US 
residence 

• Arrival port 

• Arrival date 

• Date “intent” 
signed 

• Court of record 

 
NOTE: this document is filled-out by the “named” individual, vs. a court clerk, providing less error for 
misspelling names and places, unlike ship records or census records which a ship recorder or census 
taker fills out in their own handwriting and often guesses at the spelling of names and places. 
 
The language in this document is amazing. Look what our ancestors were willing to give up! 

• “It is my bona fide intention to renounce forever all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, 
potentate, state, or soverignty, and particlulary to “name of ruler” of whom I am now a subject” 

 

http://www.archives.gov/research/naturalization/naturalization.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPDJU8Fg0ps&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPDJU8Fg0ps&feature=youtu.be
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FamilySearch has a significant amount of information related to immigration and naturalization to the 
United States, including articles and online classes from their Learning Center. For example: 
 

• US Naturalization and Citizenship Wiki Articles  

 

Rootsweb has a wonderful Wiki containing information about the immigration and naturalization  
process and related source documents.  
 

• American Sources for Documenting Immigrants 
 
 
Did you know? 

• Immigration means the action of coming to live permanently in a foreign country. 

• Emigration is the act of leaving one's country or region with the intent to settle permanently in 
another. It is similar to immigration, but from the perspective of the country of origin. 

 
Discover the joy in finding these exciting sources documents of your ancestors. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any family history questions. 
 

 
 
Darrell Reising 
Family History Consultant 
M) 425.445.6767 
E) darrell@northbridgefhg.com 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Naturalization_and_Citizenship
https://wiki.rootsweb.com/wiki/index.php/American_Sources_for_Documenting_Immigrants

